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Awesome picture by Andy P. Weik 

Brody stands staunch in 
the New York grouse 
woods, while his owner, 
Andy Weik, manages to 
first capture the shot…. 
and then, get the bird! 
Andy is  a staff Biologist 
for the Ruffed Grouse 
Society. This is the first 
Red Setter that Andy has 
owned and he adores his 
hunting companion. It’s 
great to see more and 
more red setters involved 
in cover dog trials.   
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Rambling from Red Setter Run 
Hi Folks— We recently sold a new puppy to our friend (and 
NRSFTC member) James Inbody, who already owned Flushing 
Whip’s Flash Edition. James is an avid hunter and lives 
adjacent to some state game lands. He hunts over Flash 
almost every day as the new pup watches and learns. 
James is a Grouse and Woodcock hunter. A couple months ago James  invited 
Allen and me to attend a banquet for the local Ruffed Grouse Society (RGS). 
We had a marvelous time— first, we JOINED the Ruffed Grouse Society. We 
had a great meal and listened to biologists and club members talking about 
their efforts to increase grouse and woodcock numbers in Ohio. A couple 
years ago we surveyed our members to determine what they liked to do most 
with their red setters. We are indeed a horseback field trial club but the 
majority of our members are actually folks like James Inbody who love 
hunting over a red setter. Since the next issue of the Flushing Whip will focus 
on our national field trial in Petersberg, I decided to devote this issue to 
everything grouse— this issue is really “for the birds!”  
Whether you run field trials,  go hunting, or just have a companion dog— you 
need an animal who is well trained, steady and eager to please you. Jim 
Morehouse knows all about that. After LTC Jim Morehouse retired from the US 
Army, he  and his wife settled in Arizona where they own and operate Arizona 
Quail Hunts. Jim guides quail hunts, and also has field trialed behind his 
finished German Shorthaired Pointers. Jim currently works for Sportdog® 
where he’s written some great training articles.  I’ve included Training 
Pointing Dogs with Birds in this issue. We appreciate SportDOG Brand® 
allowing us to share this excellent article with our readers. It was originally 
published on sportdog.com. 
In February Allen traveled down to Grand Junction to watch Coverdog 
professional trainer Dave Hughes as he was inducted into the National Bird 
Dog Hall of Fame. When Dave was first nominated for the Hall of Fame, the 
NRSFTC was the first breed club to endorse his nomination. Needless to say, 
we are delighted by his induction. Congratulations Dave! 
I’ve added some important material about grouse descriptions, habitat,  
range, biology, and populations.  There’s also another article about how RGS 
members work to “Prepare Special Spots” that will help the birds propagate, 
survive and thrive! Reminds me that several years ago I attended a Michigan 
trial at the oldest grouse grounds in America. Established in 1916, Gladwin 
Field Trial grounds looks like an ordinary patch of north woods, but is known 
across the northern states as one of the country's most outstanding field 
grounds for cover dog trials. Unlike most field trial areas, which are held in 

(Continued on page 5) 
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 grasslands with planted birds, cover dog trials make use of natural forested 
habitat with dogs trying to find and point WILD birds. The forest is primarily 
aspen trees with hardwood and conifers interspersed.  The Department of 
Natural Resources harvests the trees on a shorter cutting cycle than other 
areas to keep more young aspen on the ground — something the grouse 
prefer. This maximizes the natural process and helps increase the numbers of 
grouse and woodcock. Gladwin club members were initially concerned and 
upset when they heard that portions of the forest would be timbered off but, 
thankfully, the biologists working with the group, convinced them it was the 
way to go. It became a team effort. Collectively, the five Gladwin Field Trial 
clubs own heavy-duty mowers, chain saws, and equipment to help  maintain 
the pathways and grounds of their fourteen courses.  Today, 100 years since 
its dedication, Gladwin remains as the Number One cover dog grounds in the 
nation. They host many trials including 3 National Grouse Championships on a 
rotating schedule. Their partnership has been beneficial for man and birds 
alike and the key to their success is proper land management, cooperation 
and steady bird numbers. That’s important because survival and propagation 
can be a real challenge in even the best of circumstances.  
In fact, last year when several grouse were found dead in the Pennsylvania 
woods, biologists from the Ruffed Grouse Society got involved! I first read 
about the birds in a report published by Bob Frye, the Outdoors Editor of the 
Tribune-Review. He graciously agreed to share it with us in this issue. There 
is intensive RGS follow-up research being done to determine the nature and 
significance of the birds’ deaths. We appreciate Bob’s willingness to allow us 
to republish his article here. Thank you Bob and the Tribune Review too! 
One more note: the summer awards are published in this issue. 
Congratulations to the winning dogs and their owners. If you are a NRSFTC 
member, YOU can participate in NRSFTC awards too. The last sheet of the 
booklet contains info on the various awards as well as how to report your 
wins. The opposite side is a reporting sheet. Maybe your dog will be a winner 
next year.  BTW, Rick VanEtten, Editor of Gun Dog magazine won a Red Setter 
hat from that last puzzle.  I’ve given you another chance with a new puzzle—  
so don’t be “grousing” about not winning the  membership puzzle from last 
issue! (There’s a tiny hint there about the new puzzle’s topic.)  
Finally, The NRSFTC Hall of Fame inducts both a distinguished dog and person 
during an even year cycle. Next issue, I will call for your nominations. Dogs 
must be already dead. Individuals, if still living, must be at least 64 years old. 
There have been many deserving dogs and persons throughout our long 
history. Nominate them! Start thinking about it now! Meanwhile, translate 
this line for another chance to win an Irish Red Setter cap:  
“Beannachtam na Femle Padraig”   Good luck!! Deb 
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When SportDOG™ asked me to write training articles on some of the 
aspects of training pointing dogs to handle birds, it seemed like a 
pretty easy task. As a full-time trainer and quail guide in Arizona, 
pointing dogs and birds are my passion. However, as I started to write 
about my training methods, I quickly realized things were going to get 
a bit complicated. That’s because there are a lot of topics within that 
one category of “pointing dogs and birds”: Teaching “Whoa”; 
introducing young dogs to birds; how to deal with creeping; best way 
to handle running birds … and on and on. All of these thing are 
related, and it’s nearly impossible to talk about one topic exclusive of 
the others. Therefore, I’m going to give you an overview of some of 
the most important aspects in the training methods I use with the goal 
of getting my pointing dogs to hunt upland birds with maximum 
success. 
No discussion about training a pointing dog can begin without an 
understanding of one absolute: It’s all about “Whoa.” If your dog isn’t 
compliant with this command, nothing else is going to fall perfectly 
into line for you. “Whoa” is a control device. People are surprised to 
hear me say that “Whoa” is not about birds. It’s not! “Whoa” means 
stop and stay until commanded to do differently. That’s it. It can be 
used to keep a dog from running out onto a highway. It could be used 
to keep him from approaching and getting aggressive with another 
dog. And, of course, “Whoa” is what we associate with a dog being on 
point. A properly trained dog, however, doesn’t need to hear “Whoa” 
to stop and hold point. His nose, instincts, and training take care of 
that. 
When I’m teaching a dog to hold point, I begin with the dog on a lead. 
We work in a place with no other dogs, no distractions and, most 
importantly, no birds. I’ll walk with the dog at my side and let him 
get a foot or two in front of me. Then, I simply say “Whoa” and give a 
sharp tug on the lead. I keep pressure on the lead and walk around 
the dog. The first time, and possibly the first several times, the dog 

(Continued on page 7) 

Training Pointing Dogs with Birds  
by LTC Jim Morehouse 
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will want to turn with me, which is just his natural tendency. When 
that happens, I set him back where he was and repeat “Whoa.” I 
repeat the process until he understands he is not to move no matter 
where I walk or what I do. 
The dog is also learning that the tug and “Whoa,” whether together or 
separately, both mean stop and don’t move. When your dog is reliably 
staying put via the tug, the word “Whoa” or both, you’ll soon be ready 
to move into working with birds. 
The biggest mistake people make is trying to move on to the next steps 
before “Whoa” is perfect. It takes a solid foundation to build a 
pointing dog. If you don’t have a solid foundation, the walls are going 
to crumble and the roof is going to cave in. I’ve made the mistake of 
going too fast. I thought I had a good foundation and started on the 
walls, but then I found that the foundation wasn’t strong enough to 
support those walls and I had to go back and start over. 
I’m not big on constantly giving commands during hunting. If you take 
care of your “Whoa” foundation and then properly tie it into the live-
bird exercises that I’ll be covering in future articles, you’ll find that 
you don’t need to talk to your dog in the field much at all. Other than 
a command to get a dog to turn or possibly giving a dog a “Whoa” to 
keep it from barreling into another dog that it can’t see, there’s no 
reason to be talking all the time. Nor should you be yelling and 
screaming. It’s just not productive. If you find yourself doing these 
things, you probably didn’t build a good foundation. 
Now the next thing I want to discuss are the the methods I use to 
introduce young pointing dogs to birds. I already explained why 
“Whoa” is the most important command in pointing dog training. Once 
that is established, I work to tie  “Whoa” and live birds together. I 
want to give my young dogs plenty of experience with finding live 
birds. One, it’s fun. Two, it’s also educational. I want them to learn 
that they can’t catch a bird. It’s their job to locate it and stand still. 
But early on I’m not concerned with them holding point. 
I mainly use pigeons with my young dogs. They’re usually easier to get 
than quail, and they cost less. More importantly, pigeons fly better 
than quail most of the time. That’s important because again, I don’t 
want a dog to catch a bird. I never use release traps with young dogs 

(Continued on page 8) 
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because sometimes they can startle them, and that could lead to a 
dog actually avoiding bird scent. 
In a relatively small area with some good cover, I’ll take four or five 
pigeons, slightly daze them and tuck them into the cover. I always 
plant these birds fairly close to wherever we’re starting our walk. This 
is another lesson for the dog to pick up on: You don’t have to run out 
of the country to find birds. I want my dogs to learn that if they stay 

near me, they’re always going 
to find birds. 
So, we head out on our walk 
and eventually a pup finds 
that pigeon and tries to catch 
it. The bird flies away and the 
dog chases it, which is fine. 
This exercise has nothing to do 
with control or “Whoa.” This is 
also the stage at which I 
introduce the gun. You want 
to introduce that loud gunfire 

when the dog’s mind is on chasing the bird. I pop off a .410 shotgun 
or .22 pistol while the dog is running after the bird. His mind might 
register the sound, but it’s nothing that startles him. He makes an 
association between birds and gunfire, which is good. If you do this 
enough times you’re never going to have a gun shy dog. 
Depending on the dog’s age and maturity and if you live in an area 
that has lots of wild birds, you can also take your young dog hunting. 
There’s no goal other than that to expose him to more birds. He might 
stop and point sometimes, and if a bird flushes, go ahead and shoot. If 
he flushes a bird, then don’t. 
Even though we’re out having a good time and finding planted birds 
and maybe even some wild ones, none of that negates the “Whoa” and 
tug training I explained in my earlier article. Now it’s time to put your 
dog back on the check cord and tie everything together. 
The first step I take in breaking a dog in the presence of birds is to 
outfit a very stout fishing pole with a 10-foot cord and a live pigeon in 

(Continued on page 9) 
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a harness. I’ll have a helper hide behind a bush and then I’ll bring the 
dog up into the area and the helper will throw that pigeon right in 
front of the dog, out about 6 or 8 feet. If the dog moves toward the 
bird, I give him the “Whoa” with a tug. We repeat this over and over 
until after a while I just give the tug. After enough repetitions of this, I 
don’t need to do either. Again, I’m trying to get that dog to 
understand it’s his job to just find the birds, and then that job is done. 
Eventually we work up to the point where the pigeon can practically 
be standing on the dog’s nose and he won’t move. Now you have a dog 
that understands “Whoa” and knows to do so around birds.  
Now it’s time to get into the some more advanced live-bird work. 
Everything I’m explaining here still involves using a 15-foot lead or 
check cord. I don’t introduce the electronic collar until a dog is 
completely broke to wing and shot. 
After many repetitions with a live, harnessed pigeon on a fishpole like I 
described above,  the next thing I do is 
expose the dog to lots of live birds on the 
ground. I’m talking about six or eight 
quail or five or six pigeons. I let the birds 
walk around while I’m standing next to 
the dog, keeping control using the lead. 
The whole time, I’m talking quietly: 
“Easy, easy, easy …” I want to reinforce 
that these birds aren’t something to try 
and catch. 
Now, in the same way you started your “Whoa” training using the lead 
and walking around the dog while making him stay put, you’re going to 
do it again with all these birds walking around in plain sight. You’re 
trying to work up to the point where you don’t need any pressure on 
the lead at all, and he’ll just stand there and watch those birds no 
matter what they’re doing. 
When your dog is reliably staying put with those birds walking around 
and tempting him, it’s time to work on planted birds. I use a pigeon 
for this next step. After I plant the bird in cover I bring the dog on the 
15-foot check cord and work him toward the bird. What is most 

(Continued on page 10) 
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important here is that you don’t approach from downwind. Always 
come from the side. Here’s why: A dog wants nothing more than to get 
his nostrils full of that bird scent, and that’s what leads to a tendency 
to creep forward to get more scent. So you bring him in from the side 
and you watch. The second that nose and body language shows he’s 
gotten that whiff, you give a tug and say “Whoa.” Now that dog has 
associated the tug, “Whoa” and the scent of the bird with stopping. 
After several repetitions, I stop saying “Whoa” and just use the tug. 
What you’re working up to is that when that dog comes in from the 
side,  hits that scent, and stops without any tugging or any command 
from you. 
When the dog is hitting that point and holding it with no reinforcement 
from you, it seems like the next step would be to remove the check 
cord. Don’t do that just yet. Leave the lead on him, but don’t hold it 
any longer. Be ready to grab the lead and reinforce with a tug, of 
course. It’s a big step to remove that lead, and there’s a transition 
period before you can do that. 
Remember, you can’t be in a hurry. If you make a mistake and that 
dog breaks and catches a bird, you’ve gone backwards and now you 
have to do a lot repetitions just to get back to where you were before 
the mistake. 
Finally,  I want to give you my thoughts on how to handle a pointing 
dog’s biggest challenge, which is running birds. I’ve mentioned that 
when you start using live birds, you always try to work your dog into 
them in a crosswind so he hits that scent all at once and stops 
immediately. It’s very easy to see exactly when he winds that bird, 
and you’re right there in control to make a correction if needed.  
Now, when you’re out hunting, your dog might get into a field where 
your dog is getting a nose full of scent from a bird or birds directly 
upwind, and they’re running. That’s an awful lot of pressure. Instead 
of stopping and staying stopped, he’s tempted to try and get closer 
and closer, which we call “creeping.” The result is often a bumped 
bird. Whether you’re taking about pheasants in South Dakota, Scaled 
quail in Texas,  or Gambel’s quail in the Southwest, the principles are 
all the same. And while a single running rooster is one thing, a covey 

(Continued on page 11) 
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of 20 or more quail is quite another. 
How do you prepare for this challenge? The first thing I recommend if 
you’re in a location that provides the chance, is to work a young dog 
on wild birds while keeping him on a lead. If you’ve already worked up 
to the e-collar stage, you can go with that, but the important thing is 
that you’re in control if you encounter running birds. I shoot very few 
training birds over my dogs. And I don’t do it until they’re completely 
steady to wing and shot. That’s a reward, not something I want them 
doing every day. 
There are a lot of arguments for and against letting a dog point and 
then relocate on his own if the bird moves. I don’t let a young dog 
relocate on his own. A young dog needs to stay stopped until I release 
him, which I do by just stepping in and giving him a tap. 
I’ll hear people say, you’re going to lose birds if you don’t let the dog 
stay right on top of them. Well, I’m not a big believer in that. When 
you allow a dog to creep, maybe the first time he gets 20 yards out of 
gun range and the bird flushes. The next time it’s a little farther. After 
that, the dog just thinks it’s OK to keep doing that and now you’ve got 
pheasants flushing 100 yards out ahead of you. 
However, as a dog matures and after he’s worked lots of birds, I’ll let 
him relocate on his own. Where I live and hunt in Arizona, I have dogs 
that will trail quail 200, even 300 yards. They’ll point, relocate, point, 
relocate … over and over. I do a lot of guiding, and I tell my clients to 
just stay with the dog. Eventually the birds are going to stop running 
and we can get a flush or they’re just going to take to the air. To be 
clear, though, I’m talking about a dog that is 4 or 5 years old and has 
seen literally 1,000 birds down here in Arizona. 
I guess you could say experience has to be the biggest factor you look 
at in making the decision to let a dog relocate. We have Mearns quail 
down here and when the dogs go on point sometimes we’ll get up 
there and the birds are walking around right in front of the dogs, 
sometimes just a few feet away. I’ve even seen them walk right under 
a dog. It all goes back to teaching whoa and the tug. And remember, 
every dog is different. Some mature faster than others. 
My way’s not the only way. It’s harder for some people who don’t have 
access to lots of wild birds to get their dog as much experience as they 

(Continued on page 13) 
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would like. So, I’ll remind anyone who likes to work dogs on liberated 
birds or training birds, when they go to true wild birds, most dogs 
can’t make that transition without a little reinforcing. Even with some 
of my experienced dogs, when we get out of summer training and 
actually get back to hunting wild birds in the fall, I’m usually ready to 
make corrections with the e-collar because it’s such a transition. It’s 
exciting and they need a reminder now and then. 
I hope the most important thing you take away from this article  is 
that everything in pointing dog training is a building process. You can’t 
be in a hurry. That’s when you make mistakes, and those can be hard 
to overcome. 
 
We appreciate SportDOG Brand® allowing 
us to share this excellent article with our 
readers. It was originally published 
on sportdog.com and was written by Jim 
Morehouse. Jim is a longtime friend of the 
NRSFTC, a great trainer and guide and a 
decorated veteran.  Here’s a bit more you 
may not have known about our friend and 
hunter, Jim Morehouse. 
Raised in the Finger Lakes area of New York 
State, Jim was involved in hunting and 
birddogs from an early age. Upon 
graduation from college, he joined the US 
Army in 1967. He served until 1989, retiring at the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. After his retirement, Jim and his wife moved to Arizona where they 
opened Arizona Quail Hunts in 1992. Along with guiding quail hunts, behind 
finished German Shorthaired Pointers, Jim successfully competed in field 
trials. 
Jim is not only an avid upland bird hunter, but also has hunted big game on 
six continents, taking more than 75 different species. He’s been a long time 
friend of the club—  and we appreciate his help and support. Thanks Jim for 
some great advice in this article! 

(Continued from page 11) 
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RANGE 
Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus) are the most widely distributed resident 
game bird in North America, living now or recently in all of the Canadian 
Provinces and in 38 of the 49 states on the continent. Their range in the 
East extends from near the tree-line in Labrador to northern Georgia and 
northeastern Alabama, and they once occurred as far south as Arkansas in 
the central part of the continent, although now they occur only in 
isolated pockets west of the Appalachians and south of the states 
bordering the Great Lakes. Quite isolated populations live in the Black 
Hills of South Dakota and the Turtle Mountains in North Dakota. 
In the mountains of the West, they range south to central Wyoming and 
central Utah, but apparently never reached most of the mountains of 
Colorado, northern Arizona and northwestern New Mexico. Ruffed Grouse 
have become established where they were not native in both 
Newfoundland and Nevada by transplanting wild-trapped birds. On the 
Pacific Coast, Ruffed Grouse occur on the western slopes of the Cascades 
and in the coastal ranges south into northwestern California (but not in 
the high Sierras), and north to the Yukon River valley in Alaska. 
By far the major portion of the Ruffed Grouse range and population is in 
regions where snow is an important part of the winter scene and 
consistently covers the ground from late November to late March, early 
April or later. The Ruffed Grouse is a 
hearty, snow-loving, bud-eating native 
which thrives during severe winters that 
decimate flocks of partridges, quail, 
pheasants and turkeys. 
DESCRIPTION 
Ruffed Grouse are one of 10 species of 
grouse native to North America and are 
one of the smaller birds in the group, 
ranging from 17 to 25 oz. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Ruffed Grouse are brownish colored birds somewhat larger than pigeons, 
living their entire lives in wooded areas. The males are usually slightly 
larger than the females, although an occasional adult female will exceed a 
young male in size. 
The name "Ruffed" was derived from some long, shiny, black or chocolate 
colored neck feathers that are most prominent on the male. When the 
cock is in full display in defense of his territory, or showing off to an 
interested hen, these feathers are extended into a spectacular ruff which, 
together with a full fanned tail, makes him look twice his normal size. 
The plumages of the two sexes are quite similar, and while about 77% of 
the males have unbroken dark bands near the end of their tails, many 
males have bands much like those of females. Out of a sample of nearly 
1700 grouse, the same band patterns were common to both sexes among 
52% of the population. The best external basis for determining sex is a 
measurement of tail length. Across most of its range, a fully grown tail 
feather over 5-7/8 in. in length usually belongs to a male; less than 5-1/2 
in. to a hen - but birds with intermediate measurements can be either 
male or female. When this occurs, two other procedures are useful. One is 
to examine the feathers on the bird's rump. If there are 2 or 3 spots, the 
bird is probably a male; if none or one, a female. Another procedure is to 
compare the length of the 2nd primary flight feather from the wing tip to 
the length of the central tail feather. If these two feathers are about the 
same length, the bird is a hen; but if the tail feather is more than 3/8 in. 
longer than the wing feather, he's a male! 
Across most of their range Ruffed Grouse have two or more color phases. 
Their body feathers may be either predominately grayish or a reddish 
brown, and their tails vary even more in color. In the upper mid-west as 
many as 58 variations in tail color are recognized, lumped into 4 broad 
categories of silver gray, intermediate gray, brown and red. 
Red-phased grouse become more prevalent in milder climates, and the 
gray birds are more abundant where winter climates are more severe. On 
the Pacific Coast from Washington south and from New York south in the 
Appalachians, nearly all Ruffed Grouse are red-phased.  
Wherever the color phases include the grays and browns, about 1/2 the 
hens have their own unique tail color, a "split" phase, with the two central 
feathers markedly redder or browner than the other 14 to 16 feathers in 
their tails.  

(Continued on page 16) 
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The subterminal band near the tip of the tail may be black or copper-
colored, but is always the same color as the bird's ruff. Males tend to have 
the copper or chocolate colored band about twice as often as females. 
BIOLOGY AND HABITAT 
Although sometimes regarded as "wilderness" birds, Ruffed Grouse have no 
aversion to living in close proximity to humans if the cover gives them 
adequate security. In some areas of the upper Midwest, Ruffed Grouse are 
more abundant in woodlots scattered through populated areas than in 
remote wilderness forests. They thrive best where forests are kept young 
and vigorous by occasional clear-cut logging, or fire, and gradually 
diminish in numbers as forests mature and their critical food and cover 
resources deteriorate in the shade of a climax forest. 
Ruffed Grouse response to man varies greatly across their range, 
depending upon their experiences. In New England and the East, generally 
they are usually quite elusive and difficult to approach. But they can still 
be killed with a canoe paddle or thrown stones in Minnesota wilderness 
forests, and are not considered much of a sporting bird in western 
mountains and north into Canada due to their confiding "fool-hen" nature. 
When the ground is bare of snow, Ruffed Grouse feed on a wide variety of 
green leaves and fruits, and some insects. They have also been known to 
eat snakes, frogs and salamanders as well. But when snow covers the 
ground as it does for most of the winter across the major portion of their 
natural range, Ruffed Grouse are almost exclusively "flower-eaters," living 
on the dormant flower buds or catkins of trees such as the aspens, 
birches, cherries, ironwood and filberts. Extensive feeding upon flower-
buds in apple orchards caused Ruffed Grouse to be placed on the list of 
bountied animals in some New England states at one time. 
Ruffed Grouse are normally solitary in their social behavior. They do not 
develop a pair-bond between males and females, although there is usually 
at least one hen in the woods for every male. Young birds, especially, 
collect in temporary, loose flocks in the fall and winter, but this is not 
equivalent to the covey organization of the quails and partridges. 
Male Ruffed Grouse are aggressively territorial throughout their adult 
lives, defending for their almost exclusive use a piece of woodland that is 
6-10 acres in extent. Usually this is shared with one or two hens. The male 
grouse proclaims his property rights by engaging in a "drumming" display. 
This sound is made by beating his wings against the air to create a 
vacuum, as lightning does when it makes thunder. The drummer usually 

(Continued on page 17) 
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stands on a log, stone or mound 
of dirt when drumming, and this 
object is called a "drumming 
log." He does not strike the log 
to make the noise, he only uses 
the "drumming log" as a stage 
for his display. 
The drumming stage selected by 
a male is most likely to be 
about 10-12 inches above the 
ground, in moderately dense 
brush, (usually 70 to 160 stems 
within a 10 ft. radius) where he 

can maintain unrestricted surveillance over the terrain for a radius of 
about 60 ft. Across much of the Ruffed Grouse range there are usually 
mature male aspens within sight in the forest canopy overhead. 
Drumming occurs throughout the year, so long as his "log" is not too deeply 
buried under snow. In the spring, drumming becomes more frequent and 
prolonged as the cock grouse advertises his location to hens seeking a 
mate. Listen to an example at the top of this page. 
Courtship is brief, lasting but a few minutes, then the hen wanders away 
in search of a nest site, and there is no further association between the 
male grouse and his mate - or the brood of chicks she produces. A hen 
may make her nest more than 1/2 mile from the log of her mate. 
Nests are hollowed-out depressions in the leaf litter, usually at the base of 
a tree, stump or in a clump of brush. The nest is usually in a position 
which allows the hen to maintain a watch for approaching predators. 
Sometimes hens will nest under logs or in brush piles, but this is less 
common, and a dangerous location. 
A clutch usually contains 8 to 14 buff colored eggs when complete. Eggs 
are laid at a rate of about one each day and a half, so it may take 2 weeks 
for a clutch to be completed. Then incubation, which usually commences 
when the last egg is laid, takes another 24 to 26 days before the eggs 
hatch. A nest has to be placed so that it will not be discovered by a 
predator during a period of at least 5 weeks. 
The chicks are precocial, which means that as soon as they have dried 
following hatching they are ready to leave the nest and start feeding 
themselves. Grouse chicks are not much larger than a man's thumb when 
they leave the nest. They are surprisingly mobile and may be moving 

(Continued on page 18) 
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farther than 1/4 mile a day by the time 
they are 3 or 4 days old. They begin flying 
when about 5 days old, and resemble giant 
bumble bees in flight. The hen may lead 
her brood as far as 4 miles from the nest 
to a summer brood range during its first 10 
days of life. 
Although grouse broods occasionally 
appear on roadsides, field edges or in 
forest openings, these are hazardous 
places for young grouse to be, and broods survive best if they can remain 
secure in fairly uniform, moderately dense brush or sapling cover. 
The growing chicks need a great deal of animal protein for muscle and 
feather development early in life. They feed heavily on insects and other 
small animals for the first few weeks, gradually shifting to a diet of green 
plant materials and fruits as they become larger. Chicks grow rapidly, 
increasing from about 1/2 ounce midgets when hatched to 17-20 oz. fully 
grown young birds 16 weeks later. That is a 38 to 46 fold increase in 
weight. At 17 weeks of age, a Ruffed Grouse is almost as large and heavy 
as it will ever be. 
Biologists and others who want to age Ruffed Grouse rely upon certain 
peculiarities of the molt of the primary flight feathers. The booklet A 
Grouse in the Hand explains this aging procedure. And following the first 
complete molt by a 14 to 15 month old adult grouse, there are no known 
physical characteristics which reliably identify the age. 
When about 16 to 18 weeks old, the young grouse passes out of its period 
of adolescence and breaks away to find a home range of its own. This is 
the second and last time that Ruffed Grouse are highly mobile. The young 
males are the first to depart, when they range out seeking a vacant 
drumming territory, or activity center, where they can claim a drumming 
log. Most young males find a suitable site within 1.8 mi. of the brood 
range where they grew up, although some may go as far as 4.5 mi. seeking 
a vacant territory. Many young cocks claim a drumming log by the time 
they are 20 weeks old; and once they have done so, most will spend the 
remainder of their lives within a 200 to 300 yard radius of that log. 
Young females begin leaving the brood one or two weeks later than their 
brothers, and they normally disperse about three times as far. Some young 

(Continued on page 19) 
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hens move at least 15 miles looking for the place where they'll spend the 
rest of their lives. 
Occasionally a hen and her brood will remain together as late as mid-
January, but this is unusual, and most groups of grouse encountered in the 
fall and winter are composed of unrelated individuals who gather together 
temporarily to share a choice food resource or piece of secure cover. 
In fall and winter some inexperienced young grouse frightened by a 
predator or something else, crash into buildings, trees or through windows 
in a so-called "crazy-flight." Sometimes they are evidently simply trying to 
take a short-cut when they can see through two large windows on the 
corner of a house. After all, young grouse in their first fall have never 
been confronted by something that can be seen through but not flown 
through, such as glass! 
POPULATION 
Ruffed Grouse normally have a short life span. From a brood of 10 or 12 
hatched in late May or early June, usually 5 or 6 will have died by mid-
August. Among those living to disperse during the fall shuffle, about 45% 
will have been lost by late fall and early winter. Another 10% die over 
winter and during early spring, so that only about 45% of the young grouse 
alive in mid-September live to their first breeding season. In subsequent 
years a given cohort (a season's crop of young birds ) continues to shrink 
by about 55 to 60% per year. So from 1000 chicks hatched in late spring, 
about 400 normally survive to early autumn, 180 survive to the following 
nesting season, 80 are alive a year later, 36 live to breed a 3rd time, 16 
may breed a 4th time. One out of 2200 chicks hatched may live as long as 
8 years. 

Most Ruffed Grouse die a violent death to 
provide a meal for one of a number of meat-
eating predators, for in the natural scheme of 
things, Ruffed Grouse are one of the first links 
in a complex food chain. Some also die from 
disease and parasites, or from exposure to 
severe weather, or accidentally by hitting 
trees or branches while in a panic flight after 
being frightened. 
Across the major portion of the Ruffed Grouse 
range, the winged predators or raptors are 
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most efficient at taking these birds. Although the goshawk is certainly the 
most efficient of all grouse predators, the horned owl probably kills more 
grouse annually than any other predator. This is due to the cosmopolitan 
distribution of these owls and the likelihood that any woodland capable of 
supporting grouse will have resident horned owls, or at least be regularly 
visited by them. Yet, where cover is adequate, grouse can find security 
and maintain their abundance even when goshawks and horned owls live 
and nest nearby. 
Conditions are seldom static in the world of the Ruffed Grouse and their 
numbers fluctuate from year to year, and from decade to decade. Across 
most of their range in the northern states, Canada and Alaska, Ruffed 
Grouse numbers have risen and fallen in a somewhat predictable pattern 
for most of this century, in what is often called a "10-year cycle". In the 
Lake States, for example, periods of abundance usually coincide with 
years ending in 0, 1 or 2, and the bottom of the depression in years ending 
with 5 or 6. This is not invariable, but a general, regional trend. These 
"cycles" sweep across the continent more or less as a wave, beginning in 
the far Northwest and Northeast, and progressing southward and 
southeastward. 
The factors responsible for these periodic fluctuations remain poorly 
understood, and appear to involve a number of different factors 
interacting with one another in different ways at different times. The one 
factor which does not appear to be important is hunting during the period 
of fall dispersal. 
The primary causes for the short-term fluctuations in Ruffed Grouse 
abundance appear to be related to weather trends and variations in the 
quantity and quality of food resources. These are interrelated to a large 
degree. Superimposed upon these two basic factors is that of predation - 
as predators take advantage of grouse placed in jeopardy by unfavorable 
weather conditions or inadequate food resources. A favorable combination 
of weather factors and food resources may allow these grouse to survive 
the winter nearly immune to predation. These combinations of factors 
also affect annual production. If grouse spend the winter feeding on poor 
quality foodstuffs, or have to use an excessive amount of energy to keep 
warm, hens may not have sufficient reserves to produce a clutch of viable 
eggs, or vigorous, healthy chicks in the spring. Across most of their range, 
the most productive and most abundant Ruffed Grouse populations are 
those living where they spend most of the winter burrowed into 10 inches 

(Continued on page 21) 
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or more of soft, powdery snow, and emerge for only a few minutes once 
or twice a day to take a meal of the male flower buds of the aspens. Our 
Ruffed Grouse can be considered snow lovers or "chionophiles." Ruffed 
Grouse tend to be less numerous and less productive if they live in regions 
where they cannot burrow in snow and feed on aspen. 
There also seems to be a poorly understood relationship between the color
-phase of a Ruffed Grouse and its ability to survive severe wintering 
conditions, and its vulnerability to predation. 
Longer term changes in Ruffed Grouse abundance reflect how we have 
treated our woodlands and forests. There is also reason to suspect that 
much of the severity of the "10-year cycle" is largely a result of how we 
have treated forested lands. These birds depend upon the food and cover 
resources produced by a group of short-lived trees and shrubs growing in 
full sunlight which develop following the severe disturbance of forests. In 
earlier times, fire and windstorm were the ecological agents periodically 
renewing forests and creating satisfactory habitat for Ruffed Grouse and 
many other species of forest wildlife. Ruffed Grouse should be considered 
a "fire-dependent" species in the natural scheme of things. 
Our current reluctance to cut forests, even under strict management plans 
and the suppression of fire to protect growing forests, have upset this 
natural sequence of events. In the early part of this century, farm 
abandonment and the recovery of forests from unregulated logging and 
fires produced habitats which probably resulted in the greatest abundance 
of grouse in recent times in most of the northern and northeastern United 
States. But as forests mature under protection from fire and cutting, they 
lose the habitat qualities Ruffed Grouse require. In many regions, Ruffed 
Grouse numbers have declined as forests have become more extensive and 
older. 
Ruffed Grouse abundance can often be readily restored by proper harvest 
management of forested lands, or through the judicious use of prescribed 
fire. 
The most productive management of forested lands to benefit Ruffed 
Grouse can be done where aspen is part of the forest composition. The 
goal then is to provide a diversity of age classes of aspen to meet the food 
and cover requirements of these birds, in a manner consistent with their 
limited mobility. 
The same general program can also be used in forests where aspen does 
not occur, but with less assurance of the response expected where aspen 
is present. 
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Dave Hughes, the successful Pennsylvania professional handler, has 
made an indelible mark in cover dog trials. His efforts were so 
impressive that on February 6th, 2016,  Dave Hughes was inducted into 
the  Bird Dog Foundation’s National Field Trial Hall of Fame. Our club 
takes great pride in this accomplishment. When Dave was nominated 
for this honor, the NRSFTC was the first breed club to publicly endorse  
his nomination; we encouraged our membership to support him in their 
voting. Although Hughes didn’t make it in on his first try— he had a 
huge backing of supporters— garnering over 275 votes more than any 
other candidate. Dave was nominated again this year— and this time 
his popularity was even more compelling. Dave received 475 votes 
more than his opponents.  Dave’s supporters were rewarded when the 
Hall of Fame Committee voted to induct Dave Hughes into this year’s 
Hall of Fame! We congratulate him on this exceptional honor; it comes 

(Continued on page 23) 
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as no surprise because he’s worked in this direction since the very 
beginning of his life. Dave Hughes was born In 1950.  He lived in an 
area of Pennsylvania that was a hotbed of field trials and activity. His 
father, Dr. Roger Hughes, a prominent medical doctor from Clearfield, 
Pa was an avid outdoorsman. Dr. Hughes and his son enjoyed hunting 
and fishing. The doctor’s competitive nature took him into the world 
of pointing dog trials where he bred and campaigned English Setters. 
Clearfield County had a number of other folks who also campaigned 
dogs – mostly grouse dogs – but some horseback dogs as well. Back 
then a number of dogs did both. You could say that Dave was in the 
right place at the right time. He had a fierce competitive nature and 
several well known trialers mentoring him along the way. Dave did 
very well training and working with his family dogs— so much so that 
he decided to turn pro when he was only nineteen years old.   
Eight years later, he won the brightest jewel of cover dog trials: the 
National Grouse Championship. Dave handled a dog named Teaberry, 
an English Setter who was owned and bred by his father, Roger 
Hughes. It was his FIRST professional Championship! The trial was held 
at Pharsalia, New York, near where Hall Of Fame Trainer, Luther Smith 
lived out his years. Luther had won the Grand National Championship 
five times, and at that time, no one else had come close to such 
success.   Luther Smith was inducted into the Hall Of Fame in 1970. 
In 1979, just two years after Dave’s first championship, he married 
Dorothy Haines.  He continued training dogs and worked a side job to 
make ends meet. It wasn’t long before they were blessed with 
children,  Mark and Anne.  Dave was doing so well with the dogs that 

he and Dorothy decided he 
should go ahead and begin 
training fulltime. It probably 
was a bit of a risk with a young 
family but it worked out well. 
Dave has never looked back or 
regretted the path he took— 
and ne i ther  have h i s 
customers.  With each dog and 
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with each year, he gained experience while building a client base. His 
string of dogs is predominantly grouse dogs and he been “in the game” 
for more than 40 years!  His win numbers have been a good indication 
of his success. You recall Luther Smith’s  record of having won 5 
National Grouse Championship titles? Well, Dave Hughes bested Luther 
Smith’s record by eight: 13 Grand National Championship Titles with 
13 different dogs. In addition, he won the Pennsylvania Grouse 
Championship 13 or 14 times, the Lake States Grouse Championship 9 
times, the New England Open Grouse Championship 9 times, and other 
championships besides.  In fact, Dave has won at least 104 
championships, with three different breeds of dogs— and, he  also 
achieved the runner-up slot on 85 occasions. Hughes is only the fourth 
professional trainer to have won more than 100 lifetime 
championships. It places him in the good company of John Rex Gates, 
George Tracy and Shawn Kinklar.  Dave Hughes has also accumulated 
more “Purina Cover Dog of the Year” awards than any other 
professional handler.  
To be clear, Dave’s commitment and talent does not limit itself to just 
training dogs. He has served as Regional Vice President of the Grand 
National Grouse Championship since the 1970’s and likewise serves the 
Pennsylvania Grouse Trial Club. During his involvement, entries have  
grown exponentially; in most years, those two championships 
sometimes draw as many as  100 dogs. Moreover, his “home grounds” 
at Marienville now boasts eight hour-long courses. Needless to say 
maintaining the quality of such a tract requires 
a large workforce to keep it in shape. Dave has 
been a fixture at those work parties for decades 
because he understands the importance of 
giving back to his sport. He’s agreed to the 
thankless task of sitting in  the judicial saddle 
for weekend club trials, numerous horseback 
trials, as well as prominent Championships, 
Futurities and Classics. Simply put, Dave Hughes 
is a Class Act; His unselfish devotion to field 
trialing and developing class bird dogs sets him 
apart and makes him most worthy for his induction into the FIELD Trial 
Hall Of Fame. Congratulations Dave !  Well done! 
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APPLES 

ASPEN 

BIRDS 

BLACKCHERRY 

CHICKS 

CLEARCUT 

COVERDOG 

DOGWOOD 

DRUMMING 

ELUSIVE 

FEATHERS 

FOOLHEN 

GROUSE 

HAZELNUTS 

HENS 

HUNTING 

INSECTS 

LOGS 

ORCHARDS 

SPORTING 

SURVIVAL 

WILDERNESS 

You may win a great red setter prize. Play the puzzle and enter the drawing. 
 

Cross out the letters of each word on the list. Use the remaining letters to solve the puzzle. 
Send results to: flushingwhip@yahoo.com  or mail to our return address at: 

FlushingWhip, 5630 State Rd at Red Setter Run, Kingsville, OH 44048 

 

Please patronize these exceptional sponsors 

 

How can YOU help the Grouse?? 
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We all have places like this. They are the spots where someone long 
ago planted a little grouse grocery store filled with fruit, nuts or both. 
Sometimes they are small in size,  sometimes   they  line  a two track, 
often they are near an abandoned  homestead. Whatever form they 
take, they always seem to hold birds, and someone long ago spent a 
day, week or longer creating them. Experienced grouse hunters usually 
have a list of sites like this written down somewhere, or, if they are 
really paranoid, stashed  away  safely in  their heads   where  none   of  
their grouse   hunting   friends   can get a glance at them. These are 
the areas that produce  grouse even at the bottom  of the cycle and 
really produce  grouse when the cycle is near its peak. Personally, I 
use these areas loaded  with  grouse  food  to introduce new people to 
the joys of grouse hunting  before making them kick birds out of the 

(Continued on page 29) 

Creating those SPECIAL Spots 
By Eric Ellis, RGS and AWS Regional Wildliffe Biologist 

RGS and AWS Regional Biologist and Grant Writer Eric Ellis and his father Bud team up 
to plant an American hazelnut (Corylus americana) seedling adjacent to a recent 
aspen clear-cut on state property. Photo by Dave Veldman 
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alder thickets for me. The 
food at these areas in 
northern Michigan usually 
includes crabapples, regular 
ol’ apples, hawthorn 
(thornapple) and autumn  
olive (for better or worse).   
I can clearly picture the 
enormous  stand of 
crabapples, autumn  olive 
and dogwoods planted in a 
remote section of the Upper 
Peninsula that I often 
hunted with my Uncle Tom. 
He is the man who taught 
me about grouse and woodcock hunting, and this spot was one of the 
first places he took me when doing so. The tracks of other vehicles at 
the makeshift parking  area gave no illusions to this being a secret spot 
but no matter how many tracks there were, we always pushed birds 
out of that thicket. Just picturing that stand of plant- ed fruit trees in 
my head makes me think of October, setters and my Uncle Tom chain 
smoking and laughing as we would chase the birds around this little 
slice of upland perfection surrounded by acres and acres of mature 
maple. 
By the looks of it, this stand was planted at least 20 years ago, maybe 
longer. It is mature and in the peak of its fruit production. Perhaps 
some of the people who planted this stand are still around and get to 
enjoy not only the hunting  at the site but also the unique, and 
seemingly anonymous, satisfaction of knowing they created a place 
that is so beneficial to wildlife and the people who head into the 
woods to hunt, bird watch or simply enjoy the outdoors. 
This is a satisfaction that is difficult to buy. Surely, one could purchase 
some shrubs and hire a crew to plant them. I have done this with my 
own money and grant money dozens of times in the past few years, 
and it always gives me a deep satisfaction. But there is another level 
of satisfaction that can only be attained by actually getting out and 

(Continued on page 30) 

Our special spots are those where someone long 
ago planted a little grouse grocery store filled 
with fruit, nuts or both. This photo shows the 
blossoms of a black cherry tree.  
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taking part in the creation of the 
future grouse honey holes, whether it 
is helping plant one tree, digging the 
holes for 500, organizing the field 
lunch or putting up fencing to protect 
the new transplants. 
Many  members  of the  RGS LeGrande  
Chapter  in  Traverse City Michigan 
know what this satisfaction feels like. 
Each of the past three  years, this 
Chapter  has coordinated  an annual  
tree and shrub planting on state 
forest land in coordination with the 
Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources Wildlife Division. These 
habitat workdays have resulted in the 
planting of a diverse mix of native 
trees and shrubs beneficial to ruffed grouse, nearly 
2,000 seedlings and counting.  Some of these seedlings will take 20 to 
30 years before they will start producing fruit or nuts in any quantity 
to attract birds (namely the oaks that have been planted). Others 
already have fruit on them and will be prime hunting in just a few 
years. All the seedlings planted (unlike non-native autumn  olive) are 
already supporting  an enormous  diversity of insect life which, in turn, 
is essentially the sole source of food for young grouse chicks during the 
first few weeks of their lives. 
The photos  here show the work and fun that was had at the LeGrande 
Chapter Spring Habitat day this past April. Twenty two participants,  
young and old, braved a chilly day and threats  of rain to get 500 oaks, 
hawthorns,  hazelnuts, black cherry, choke cherry and dogwood 
seedlings into the ground adjacent to a recent aspen clear-cut. I would 
encourage all chapters to continue with their similar efforts or 
introduce  new events, big or small, that will play a part in making the 
future grouse hot spots where today’s and tomorrow’s upland hunters 
will have a chance at seeing a grouse flush and share time with friends 
and family enjoying our amazing sport.   

A young grouse hunter prepares a 
future hunting spot for herself and 
others at the LeGrande Chapter 
Spring Habitat Day in April 2014. 
Photo by Dave Veldman 
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Fry: Sick Bugs May Trouble Grouse 
By Bob Fry 

As  i f  mosqu i toes  weren ' t 
aggravating enough. Now it seems 
they might be playing a role — 
potentially a large one — in the 
decline of ruffed groused across 
Pennsylvania. 
The birds are scarce, without a 
doubt. Population monitoring 
suggests their numbers hit a 50-

year low in 2014, said Lisa Williams, grouse biologist for the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission. 
Hunters can attest. According to Williams, flush rates — defined as 
the number of grouse flushed per hour by hunters who volunteer to 
log their experiences — have been almost universally terrible of late. 
Statistics from 2014 — the most recent available — show flush rates 
were down anywhere from 13 percent to 66 percent across five of the 
state's six regions. What's more, 75 percent of Pennsylvania's 51,000 
grouse hunters ended the year without killing one, Williams said. 
Just catching sight of one was tough. On average, it took a hunter five 
more hours to jump a grouse in 2014 than it did in 2000. 
“The trend is fairly bleak over the long term,” Williams said. 
For years, troubles with grouse were blamed on the aging of state 
forests. Grouse need early successional habitat — young forests — to 
survive. 
That cover is in short supply, Williams said. But population declines 
were slow until 2002, when there was a sharp dip, Williams said. A bit 
of a weak recovery followed, then another precipitous fall. 
“So whatever happened occurred very quickly, over just two or three 
years. And it happened all across the state,” Williams said. 
Habitat doesn't change that fast, so this had the “fingerprints of 
disease” all over it, she said. 

(Continued on page 32) 
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West Nile showed up in New York City in 1999, then went “haywire” 
in 2002, right when grouse numbers fell, “so the timing fits,” 
Williams said. Ever since, she added, grouse populations and West 
Nile have fluctuated in inverse proportion. When one's up, the other's 
down. 
“We had the smoking gun, but nobody heard the bang,” she said. 
To test that theory, last spring the commission collected grouse eggs 
from the wild on game lands and got them to a USDA-certified, 
mosquito-free propagator in Idaho. The hatched chicks went to a 
university laboratory in Colorado. 
Ten of 18 birds were infected with West Nile, said Justin Brown, the 
commission's wildlife veterinarian. Of the remaining eight, five were 
vaccinated, and three were given a “sham” infection. 
The vaccinated and sham birds survived. Four of the infected birds 
became so sick they had to be euthanized within a week, and four 
others were so significantly impacted they would have had a hard 
time surviving in the wild, Brown said. 
“Basically, their hearts were just annihilated with this virus,” he said. 
If things continue, the day might come when the commission has to 
consider changes to grouse hunting, Williams said. But she's not ready 
to go there yet. 
For now, she said, the task is to figure out where West Nile is and 
isn't having an impact and do habitat work “where grouse have the 
greatest chance for survival.” 
“We'll be looking at this hard over the next 12 months,” she said. 
We appreciate the chance to republish this story, written by Bob 
Frye of the Outdoors Editor of the Tribune-Review. Thank You!! 

 Do you want to learn more about the work of  RGS ? 
51 McCormick Rd 

Coraopolis PA  15108 
888-5646-747    (888-JOIN-RGS)  

or  
412-262-4044  

RGS@ruffedgrousesociety.org 
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 Derby of the Year Award  as of 2/28/16 
  Runs July 1st 2015 through June 30th 2016 

Dog Sex Owner Sire Dam Points 

Windfall M Roger Boser Touchstone Redstone 42 

Freestone M Roger Boser Breakstone Breese 28 

Rosie F Al Fazenbaker CB Cutter CB BeeGee 24 

 NRSFTC Puppy of the Year Award as of 1/31/16 
  Runs July1, 2015 through June 30th 2016 

CB Rex M Joe Edwards CB Cutter BC BeeGee 48 

Dog Sex Owner Sire Dam Points 

Duke Award of 3/1/16 
Runs July1, 2015 through June 30th 2016 

Roses Are Red F Tim Hammons Time to Rock Red Rush 76 

Breakstone M Roger Boser Sharpton Chantilly 60 

  

 
RGS@ruffedgrousesociety.org  

(888-JOIN-RGS)  

Photo by Andy P. Weik 
Biologist for RGS 
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Final Results 2015 Le Grande Award  
Breakstone takes the LeGrande! 

Breakstone M Roger Boser Sharpton Chantilly 2813 

Roses Are Red F Tim Hammons Time To Rock Red Rush 1406 

Moonshine 
Again 

F Kristine Ham-
mons 

Silver Creek 
Twist 

Silver Creek 
Charle 

520 

Nantucket M Roger Boser Justified Solitaire 326 

Final Results 2015 High Performance Award   
Breakstone runs away with the title! 

Breakstone M Roger Boser Sharpton Chantilly 900 

Moonshine 
Again 

F Kristine        
Hammons 

Silver Creek 
Twist 

Silver Creek 
Charle 

520 

Roses Are Red F Tim Hammons Time To Rock Red Rush 132 

Final Results 2015 NRSFTC Shoot to Retrieve Award  
CH Cherry Bear Holiday wins it! 

Ch. Cherry Bear 
Holiday 

F Steve Witz Breakstone Applebee 408 
  

Ch. Pal       
Holiday 

M Steve Witz King Cormac FW Flash     
Edition 

176 

Cardo’s Red 
Bull 

M Steve Card Youtoo Soldier Creek 
Sissy 

48 

Final Results 2015 Open Walking Shooting Dog Award 
Lake Erie Storm blew through for the win! 

Lake Erie 
Storm 

F Al Fazenbaker   Come Back 
Super Fire 

Come Back  
Bee Gee 

138 

2016 Le Grande Award as of 3/1/16 
Runs January 1, 2016 through December 31st 2016 

Breakstone M Roger Boser Sharpton Chantilly 600 
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Cherry Bear Holiday 
   wins the 

     NRSFTC 2015  
     NRSTRA 
     Award 

 
  Steve Witz 

     O/H 

   Conneaut Creek’s     
 Lake Erie Storm 

     takes the 
   2015 NRSFTC  
   Open Walking 
   Shooting Dog 

        Award 
      

  Al Fazenbaker O/H 

36 

 

17Ch Breakstone  
takes both the : 

 

2015 LeGrande  

2015 High Performance 

 
Roger Boser  O/H 
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The Red Setter Foundation, Ltd. 
Serving the  educational, scientific, and literary goals of  

the National Red Setter Field Trial Club 

Ch. Celtic’s Superfund 

Established in 2007 to provide for educational, scientific, literary, 
and charitable opportunities for The National Red Setter Field Trial 
Club as our members “pursue the purest challenge in sportsdom…” 

Send contributions to: 
Red Setter Foundation Treasurer, Bonnie Hidalgo 
29100 East 148th Avenue,  Brighton, CO. 80603 

Thank you for supporting the Red Setter Foundation 
Please visit us online at:  

www.nrsftc.com/foundation/  

 

Please 
remember us  
in your will,  

estate planning,  
or in making a 
gift  to honor  
someone dear 

Your tax                 
deductible               

contributions & 
support of the  

“Purest Challenge 
in Sportsdom” 

will help educate 
others ! 

38 
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The History of the     

Sporting Irish Setter in 
America 

By Christie Young 
 

The Red Setter Challenge 
By Herm David 

 

Old Fashioned Religion 
By Henry Betten 

 

Twenty-Five years of  
Red Setters 

By Ned LeGrande 
 

Breaking a Bird Dog 
By Horace Lytle 

 

Connemara Nellie 
By Paul Curtis 

 

Irish with a Dash                 
of Limey 

By Robert H. Boyle 
 

The Tangled Web 
By Clark Veneble 

 

...and much, much more 

Hot of the Presses 

A Tribute to the Irish Setter 
A book that should surely be a part of any Irish Collection 

Priced at $25 a copy 

 
Order YOURS TODAY 

440-969-0567 
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IronFire Setters 
Breeding for class companion hunting dogs 

Toni and Roger Berg 

Let us POINT you  
in the right direction 

 

 

 

Come Back Red Setters 
                              Joe Edwards 

Started & Broke Dogs 
Gun Dogs 

Hunting Dogs 
Field Trial Prospects 

Ch. Sires - Stud Service 
Puppies Occasionally 

40 Years of Breeding Championship Red Setters 
Please visit our website:   http://comebackredsetters.nrsftc.com 

 
2517 Register Sutton Road, Rose Hill, N.C. 28458   

Ph 910-300-7386 H.  910-290-1177 C. 
 

 

4165 2nd St South East,  St. Cloud, Minnesota 56304   
Email: rogerberg@q.com 

Visit us online at: www.IronFiresetters.net 
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Custom Designed  
plasma cut metal signs 

for your: 
Kennel, Farm, Home 

 
Call for prices/quotes on  

Custom Art Designs 

Silver Creek Fabrication 
1053 Richmond Rd., Berea, Kentucky  40403 

859-986-7076  Cell  E-Mail kmhammons@winstream.net 
http://silvercreekanimalhospital.com/silver_creek_fabrica.html 

Pine Hollow Kennel 
Don and Linda Beauchamp 

 Buddwing– Hall of Fame 1979 
 3xCh Chaparral 
 Ch 2RU Aiken: Kansas All Age Dog of Year 2009-10 
 Jericho: Kansas Shooting Dog of Year 2009-10-11  
 Jericho: Kansas Horseback Setter of Year 2009-10 
 

1401 S. 359th St. W., Cheney, KS  67025  Ph: 316-542-0103 
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Puppies Available 
Cedar Creek Skyliner 

Beauty, brains and a great bird finder 
We now have Skyliner puppies  

available that will make great hunting  
dogs and family companions 

 

Ed Liermann 
414-625-0715 

 
eal886@aol.com 
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NRSFTC  National Shoot 
to Retrieve Award 

Runs Jan-Dec 2016 
Send 2016 Placements for this 
award within 30 days to: 

Steve Witz   
27 Black Pine Drive  

Grangeville, ID 83530 
Phone (208) 451-4407 

E-Mail: holidaysetters@live.com 

Puppy of the Year 
Derby of the Year 

Both Awards Run 7-1-15 to 6-30-
16. Send 2016 Placements for 
this award within 30 days to: 

Bill Aughenbaugh 
1071 Hartman Road 
Clarion, PA 16214 

Phone: 814-226-7812 
E-Mail: Baughebaugh@juno.com 

Jim Fike Amateur  
Handler’s Award 

This Award runs from 7-1-15 to  
6-30-16. The awards secretary 
takes note of placements 
recorded in the American Field 
Magazine. The Amateur Handler 
award can only be awarded to a 
recipient, once every five years. 
Tom Norton currently does that 
reporting. His contact info is 
listed under the Red Setter 
Walking Shooting Dog Award 
 

Duke 
A new season is now in effect for 
the Duke Standings.  The Purina 
Amateur Shooting Dog  Points trials 
that count for this award are 
found on the inside cover (pg. 2) 
of the August 15, 2015 issue of the 
American Field.  A list of the 
Purina Open Shooting Dog Points 
trials that count are on the inside 
cover (Page 2) of the July 25, 2015  
issue of the American Field.  
In addition, all Amateur Shooting 
Dog Invitational Points trials count 
toward this award.    

W.E. LeGrande Award   
High Performance Award 

Runs Jan-Dec 2016 
Send your 2016 placements for 
LeGrande, High Performance and 
Duke within 30 days to:  

Don Beauchamp,  
1401 South 359th St. W.  

Cheney Kansas 67025   
Home (316)542-0103    
Office (316)262-1841  

E-Mail: lsbeauchamp2@aol.com 

Red Setter Walking 
Shooting Dog 

Runs Jan-Dec 2016 
Send 2016 Placements for this 
award within 30 days to: 

Tom Norton, 81 Riverview 
Durango, Colorado 81301 

(970) 247-5129 
E-Mail:norton_t@fortlewis.edu 

 

Reporting your field trial wins for club awards 

To report wins, Tear out this sheet and 
complete the form on the back. Mail it 
to the appropriate award secretary.  
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t 
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Select the 
club award 

DUKE LEGRANDE HIGH              
PERFORMANCE 

WALKING 
SHOOTING 

NSTRA DERBY PUPPY 

Canine’s 
name 

 FDSB #  Dog? Bitch? 

Date  
Whelped  

Sire:  Dam:  

Owner  Your 
Phone  

Handler  

Address  
 
 

City  State /Zip 

Date Trial  Location  Placement 
and stake    

Length 
of stake 

# Entries 

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

NRSFTC  Reporting form: Use this to report wins and compete for our various club awards 
1 dog per form but you may report several different trial wins on this same paper 

Select the 
club award 

DUKE LEGRANDE HIGH              
PERFORMANCE 

WALKING 
SHOOTING 

NSTRA DERBY PUPPY 

Canine’s 
name 

 FDSB #  Dog? Bitch? 

Date  
Whelped  

Sire:  Dam:  

Owner  Your 
Phone  

Handler  

Address  
 
 

City  State /Zip 

Date Trial  Location  Placement 
and stake    

Length 
of stake 

# Entries 

      

      

      

NRSFTC  Reporting form: Use this to report wins and compete for our various club awards 
1 dog per form but you may report several different trial wins on this same paper 
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t 

H
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e 
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t 

H
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National Red Setter Field Trial Club  
OFFICERS  
President: Don Beauchamp   

1401 South 359th Street W.                      
Cheney, Kansas 67025                             
(316) 542-0103                                

E-mail: lsbeauchamp2@aol.com  

1st Vice President & Futurity Secretary: 
Allen Fazenbaker 

5630 State Road at Red Setter Run 
Kingsville, Ohio 44048 
(440) 969-0273 (C) 

E-mail: conneautcreekredsetters@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President: Tom Norton 

81 Riverview 
Durango, Colorado 81301 
(970) 247-5129 
E-Mail: norton_t@fortlewis.edu 

Secretary:  Ed Liermann 

N. 2573 Hardscrabble Road 
Palmyra , WI 53156 
(414) 625-0715  

E-mail: eal1886@aol.com 

Treasurer: Linda Beauchamp 

1401 South 359th Street W.                      
Cheney, Kansas 67025                             
(316) 542-0103                                

E-mail: lsbeauchamp2@aol.com  

Deborah Fazenbaker:               
Editor— The Flushing Whip 

5630 State Road at Red Setter Run 
Kingsville, Ohio 44048 
(440) 224-3642 Home      
(440) 969-0567 Cell 

E-mail: flushingwhip@gmail.com 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Aughenbaugh 
1071 Hartman Road 
Clarion, Pa 16214 
(814) 226-7812 (C) 
E-mail: Baughenbaugh@juno.com 
2018 

Roger Boser  
7276 South Road 
Seven Valleys,  Pennsylvania 17360 
(717) 428-3158 
E-mail: rogerboser@aol.com 
2018 

Tim Hammons 
1053 Richmond Road 
Berea, KY 40403 
(859) 986-7076 
kmhammons@windstream.net 
2017 

Bonnie Hidalgo 
29100 E. 148th Ave 
Brighton, Colorado 80603 
(303) 655-1099 
fireflyfarm@msn.com 
2018 

Dennis Hidalgo 
29100 E. 148th Ave 
Brighton, Colorado 80603 
(303) 655-1099 
dennis.hidalgo@millercoors.com 
2017 

Michael Jacobson 
1273 142nd Street 
New Richmond, WI 54017 
(716) 246-0603 
mjacobson@frontiernet.net 
2018 

Rupert Colmore 
PO Box 329 
Duck River, Tennessee   38454 
(931) 224-0002 
E-mail: ercolmore@aol.com 

Registered Agent: Mary Kay Prusnick, 7709 Kensington Lane, Hanover Park, IL 60133 
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Silver Creek Red Setters 
Tim and Kris Hammons  

Phone: 859-986-7076                

Ch. Code Red 
 

Red Rock 

Moonshine Again Roses Are  Red 

Stud Service 
Puppies & Started Dogs 

Field Trial Horses for Sale 
 

 
Visit our website at: www.silvercreekanimal hospital.com 

E-mail: kmhammons@winstream.net 
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5630 State Road at Red Setter Run, Kingsville, Ohio 44048 

Did you know our club has a facebook page? Scan our code   

Please patronize our generous sponsors: 

 


