ARETHEY RUINING OUR DOGS?

Many dog dovers arne convinced that some of ourn best breeds
are being spoided Zo produce animals whose appearance will win

bdue nibbonas.

By HMRY P. LAVIS
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RAD HELD HIGH on a 2aut deash and his forepaws fanning the ain,
the big Inish Setten {lashed by, every hain in his mahogany-codoned coat
glistenim Like burnished coppen, his Zail cannied lite a ned plume, The
crowd roared its approvad,

Magnificent!" exclaimed #he man on my deft. " What spectaculan
action, whal dash and fire! He'll win 2his one fon aure.”

"Bunk, " proested a {riend on my night, "That action is Ldie/b[y
dmpracticad, unnatunad and ardificial, Put that dog on a doose leash and
he'd almose fald apart.”

lle were ailting at ihe press able of The dog show of the yean, the
Westminaten Kennel (lub's annuad event at Madison Square Ganden sevenral
vears ago. The Inish Setter was a big favonite with the croud, for he was
pleasingly shoun and there were many in the audience afiending thein {inst
dog show.

[his one didn'# win the group compeition for sporting dogs, but he
did place high in it. Fnd no doubt the "apectacudar action” had a definite
influence on his high placement. The veny artificiality of the cdog's gait
was viewed by quch practical fiedd dog men as my {friend with mixed emotionas. ..
Zoderand anuwsement and deep concenn fon the often-asked, Zoo-pertinent
queation, " Are they muining our dogs?" :

{ had obsenved this Inish Seiten before the judging and Zook o good
dook at hin after the awards were made. My friend was noi far grom right.
The dog would indeed, have had a rouch. #ime performing the Zask for which
his breed wos once noted...the finding and handling of upland game binds, A
bind dog should be built to #raved ot a guod clip oven rough and nugged
Zerrain for houns at a Zime, Nell-aprung ribs that will give ample lung and
heart room, and well-muascded aunndng gean Zhat can canny hin at q oallop fon
dong periods without undue fatigue are musts in a huniting dog. This fellow,
dike most bench show-winning members of the pointing breeds, had neithen,
His chest, deep enough, that's Znue, was adab-sided and shaped somewhat Like
an inverted hairpin., His anooth shoulders were c/ca,mdeﬂimiicdig devoid of
the extra muscle a huniing dog needs and his hind quaniens wene J.ac/u'ng in
the bulging muscle essential fon propelling power. His handsome coct, beau-
titud coat, beautiful o dook ai, was far Zoo dwunianit Zo be practical in
zhe {ield,
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Besides weighting him doun it would prove a catch-all for bunns,
beggar—weed and ohen foreion matten, and had he enough counage on huniing
desine 2o tachle a briarpaich, which is doubful, he would emenge. dooking
as z’fzougﬁ he had ot had a haircut at a barben coddege. The high action
which intnigued the apectatons s much was induced by the fact that his head
was held g0 high the forefeet baredy touched the fdoon. Given his {reedom
Zhis dog Zraveled with a nathen dow head and his natunad gait was ofden a
/ﬁmé&ng pace. Lut unden #he quidance of a clever handlen he was " fire
and dash” 2o firet-2ime dog show visitonas.

This was not an isodated insiance. It iy farn 200 common at bench
shows ald over the countny, Fan 2oo common, that ie, from the p/ca:dical
huniing dog fancien's point of view. BLut there are {uv sides o eveny
question and “fre they muiining our dog2?" L4 no exception. When considered
poind by poind, this individual dog, with an impresasive bench show recond
betind himy, met fully the wnilten requirements of the breed slandard, intend-
ed 1o describe a uorting-type fiedd dog.

I 4o in the mannen in which this standand is intenpreted that zhe
huniter, who dooks for utility, and the bench show fancier, who places empha-
als on beauty, are at variance. lhat the bench show man may describe as
“well~sprung ribs" may be condidered ot and slab-sided by 2he man who
Looks for a p/lgdicd,( c’za/zq:déefz.imfic vital o endunance in the {iedd, Hind
quantens that the bench /ﬁow fudge accepts as "wide and powerfud,” as called
for in the standard, are mone often temmed "narrow and weak" by the man who
adnires well-conditioned gun~doga, [The bench show fancien places great em-
phasis on head and coat., The "practical” dog man {Lates as his yardatick 2he
maxin " Preity is as pretiy does,”

[his divengence of opion is by no means confined 1o the Inish Seiten
fancy, It ig pardicudardy prevalent anong fanciers of Fointens, English
Setdens, gondon Settens, (octen Spanieds, Springen Spaniels, and penhaps 2o
a desser degree among those who prefen membens of Zhe wonking dog group such
as (odlies, Great Danes, German Shephars and others. Fnd the forks of 2his
noad wild neroad will neven meet until there i, common agreement as 2o how
the variows breed atandards should be indenpreded, -
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Oue Zo natunal differences in personal preferences, and even the
foibles of those entrusted with the task of intenpreting 2he atandarda and
applying 2hem 2o individual doos may never come about. he Zemma of 1he 4
standard are simple enougfa, 2oo wimple in many 4nsiances, fonr i/zey are relative,
What one judge might consider a "Light" eye anothen might and trequentdy doeas,
accept as "faindy dark," Such temms as "moderaiedy dong", "sliohtly anched,”
"weldd ben,” "noi oo throaty," as frequentdy found arong the slonrands, are
aubject Zo varying intenpretations. lhen one realizes that three eyewiinesses
2o an accident widd seldom describe the incident alite it is not hard o unden—
atand Zhat a dog which does not receive favorable consideration at the hands of
one judge might be handed the bdue nibbon by anoihen,

It is also easy 2o understand why some should ask the question, " fire
2hey ruining our doge?” The anaver dependas langely upon he speaker’s point of
view., Back in the 1870's vhen bench shows first got thein stant in Zhis countny,
dogs of the sponting breeds competed on fairly even temms in boih bench shows and
fiedd Zrials. fMany dual winnens were #o be found arong Fointens, Engdish Seiters,
and Inish Settens, True there were considerable dif fenence in the confomration
of the winnens but most bench show contendens were also qgood performens in the
field, which ia far from being the case oday.

For exanple, in Pointens thene was Bang-Bang, imponrted by the leastminaten
Kerned (Aub in 1883, and described by the late A, F. Hochwald, Amenica's out-
stancling authonity on sporting dogs, as a "weldl balanced, med.ium-aized deron
and white dog, with a wealth of bone and muscle, well-aprung nibs, great depth
of chest and a dong, dean neck.” He already had a recond of several wins in
dnportant field #rials in Engdnad and a firnat place on the bench at (rystal
Palace. In Anenica he proved worthy of his repulation and won boh in the
ﬁe.(a' and on Zhe bench, ‘

Writing in The lodean Fointen, published in 1923, fin. Hochuwalt said:

“ In 2he days of eandy importations ald of the field nial sires were championa
on the bench. Graphic, Lad of Louw, King of Kenz, Rush of Lad, Tempest, Tnrib-
dation- in shont, Zhe pointers of oun time - inace o a common onigin., At ihe
present day neardy eveny fiedd irnial man could show and win on the bench f

he selected his best specimens, and no doubi every breecen of s-called bench
show dogs coudd win in the {iedd if his atock wene devedoped fon that purpose;
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40 there is neally no such Fhing as two Zupes. A pointen should be a
pointer, uhether he is a fiedd #rial winnen or a bench wirner. Some
breeders, as I have auid, however, preferned the bench show oame to 1hat

of field rials, either from choice on because it was a dess expensive

- sport.  And that is how we have come Zo Zhink of dw varnieties, It ig tnue
some judges, with no experience in the field, will lean to the exacgerat ions
that ane sometimes seen; but the average man, who nows neal confonmation,
wild gelect 2he Zype Zhat is a mean between the old exireme and the weedy
Zype which, we must adnit, has cropped up occasionally,”

Many generations of Fointens have come and gone aince Mn, Hochundt
unote the above. (ven in those days there was a shanp cleavage in 2he nonka
of Tointen adminens. Rathen #han coming back 2o 2he mean, on happy medium,

Zo which Mn, Hochwalt refeared, the cleavage in Aype and Zemperament, which
is unfortunalely greatly neflected in huning desire and abidity, is much
wider today. [hene is g0 much difference that seldom ane the tuv Zypes seen
in direct competition eithen in the fiedd on on the bench, Fnd zhe ancesiny
of both types trequenily must be traced back quite a few genenationa befonre
2he common bloodlines are established,

' In the eaxdg days i1 was not necessany for a qun~dog Zo posdess ex-
cesslve aspeed on wide nange, for game was fairly easy o find in most areas.
But with cividization's encroachment upon natural habitat, game became scarcen
and handern 2o find and, in onden o enjoy a day of good shooting, the hunien
requined a dog with speed, range, nose and aianina Zo cover monre ground in
dess time, Thus more emphasis was placed on he dog's hunting ability 2han on
his dooks. The bench show fancien, uho prized his dogs fon thein beauty and
companionship rather han thein worth-as an asget o the gun, was unwidling
Zo accept any sacrifice in beauly, and confined his breeding acliviiies maindy
do Zypes that slressed conformation and codon,

Fanciens of the bench show Foinden began "nefining” the bneed, Howacdays
we see many deggy, narrow-chested Fointens winning bdue ribbonas, although 2he
breed standard specifies 1hat ”leg.o should be mo(/e;zaz’.eiy short rothen #han Jonfg"

and cal.

Ls for a chest that is "deep and as wide as a proper shoudder will permid,”
hany dyed-in-the-uvold gun-dog men denide Zhe gaii of the modern bench ype Tointen
ag unsound and unsuitable fo.fz fi&(d work. (he snoothness and symmeiny do appead-
ing 2o the bench show fancien connotes "softness” and dack of ruggedness Zo many
gun dog breedena,

The daat noted fz'_e»/a/ triad Toinlen 1o achieve bench show honenras of con-

sequence was the farows lhany Monirose, finad dog Ao win the National Bind Log
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Championship 2hree times, Unly Auo weeks afien she had won her {finat national
2itle in a thrilling and grueling three-houn nace, fany wos shoun at fadison
Square Garden, where she won in all her classes and eventually was awanded
the trophy fon the beat Tointen biich in the shown This was in 1917, The
4'ua’ge was he ”p/zac,iica.«/,” fe Fo Hochuwald.

Harry D. Kinkover's Ashantee Dominant wwon consistantdy on the bench
and in {iedd #nials, and Dapple Joe, ouned by Raymond Hoagldand. was clsw a .r
weld knoun dual winnen. The curnently famous bench show chawpion, (aptain
Spect, ouned by (harles Palmen and Walter Ammoinong, is a aund dog 2hat atiracts
Zhe eyes of practical field dog men. fle haa neven been shoun in fiedd #nial
comped idion although fin, Talmer asserts he is a splendid gun-dog.

Lual winnens are as scance ihese days as untaxed "duxeries,” fon,
ifuwugﬁ dack of the field work necessany {o mainiain i, the bench-bred Tointen
Lo aadly lacking in heen huniing desire, and ithe eagerdy cmbitious {iedd-bred
member of the shorthain breed seddom has the physical atiributes hat altnact
the bench show judge's eye.

In (nglish Settens the difference in Aype is even greaten., [Duning he
ea,a,«/_,e,z period of the breed's popula/ti;ég the bench show and ,&'&fa’ Seltenr wenre
one and Zhe gcme dog. :;ud'gm were praciical men and always had in mind zhat
an {ngdish Setiten was indended finst fon utidity and secondly for beauty.

Such great field dugs as Prince Rodney, Fainy Leau, flaster Ben and Jersey
Prince won consiotentdy on the bench, but it has been many years since o dog
that had proved his ability in open competition in ihe field has gannened
bench-show honers. Perhaps ihe last was High-tone Tony, a wedl~bnoun dual
winnen some 20 years back whose blood is found in many fine and handsome field
performers today. They are, however, not of the "bench show Zype," The Litde
of "fiedd champion” has been bestowed on a numben of bench show winners by '
Zhe fmenican Kennel (lub, but they won thein qualifying points in competitions
Licensed 65; that ongdnization and uauaﬂ;f confined 2o he breed, :
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Difference in opinion as o what constitfuted the "ideal" Aype of
Cnglish Setter occunred eardy, #o auch extent that before many yeans there
were Zwo distinct ypes of Seitens in vogué in his country; one ernoneousdy
called the fiedd 2rial Zype and the othen Aifu.,cﬂ# a bench show c/ogz. Unfort-
unately, both factions went 4o exinremes, and #he procticad man was just as
much at fault in fostering the anipey, undensized specimens as the bench 4&)&{2

- man was in breeding the ooy, narroumchested, big headed dog we see today.
initing in The fliodern Setten, again in ‘23, Mn, Hochuwalt said:

" Fon a time there was a movement afoot o change the Zype of Setten
which would meet the happy medium, and Gath was set up a4 the ideal, but the
bench ahow followerns would have none of him, and Zhen followed a period of
chavs.  Logs wene up one week and doun the next, all dependent upon who the
Judges were and what kind of a dog they admired, Some of the sanen Judgeq
acdhered o the happy medium ws far as posasibde, but the extemnist, in eithen
dinection, wwought 1he havoc; and here det it be said that if more p/zacz‘.icd
Setten men, men who were accustomed o seeing dogs afield, had teen empdoyed
as judges duning those days, perhaps the standand would have been intenpreted
‘as & was intended,

"This condition preveiled for many years and is stild in evidence in
some quariers, although ail the present thene iy tendency o fix upon o #ype
of Setten that is designed 1o combine the practical with the beautiful. The
Cnglish Setten (lub is doing much in this direction and it is hoped that its
aims may be realized, but unless practical judges are called on 2o ¢ {liciate
then zhe atandard will be interpreted Fust as it has been in the past years,
and he oversized Zoys which are aéw,[uie,(y worthdess in the {iedd widd stidd
have their day. We have much of that on he middle west circuit o {1917, when
some. judges , who probably neven saw a Setten in the field, insisted on ex-
alting doga 2hat wene enipples, 2dmply becawse 2hey had great large heads with
deep muzzles and heavy flews. “Quality "they called this type, but uwhat io
2he use of this so-called ‘quality’ if the dog is unable 2o move. . cand, afien
all, what constiiutes gua,&,f{tjc.?

“What happened in 1917 15 atild occurndng in (923, flen of ficiating
as Setiten Judges who never saw a dog 4n the fiedd and would noz fnow what Lo
expected of one if they did, continue 1o teld of 2he 'beaudiful condition of
cwaty the rare front and the quality, ' but neven atop o considen that a dog
muat. have rear parts also, and shouldenrs that are cornect, but particudandy feet,



There is a nibe of cemel-fooled Seltens that has been exalted Lime and #ime
again by some judges who prate of ithein 'wondenful form' and I happen o krow
Zhal noi one of these dogs with feet the size of saucers, coudd run thinty
minuiles at a Qaiz& fosten than a tortoise, much less do the work that is ex-
pected of a practical field Seiten,

fine Hochuelt's wniid ing.s of 1923 coudd well apply Zoday. Howeven, the
English Setten (Aub of Amenica, Zo which he refens, ia ro dongen actively
punsuing iis efforts to setile upon a Aype satisfactony 2o all, but now ceniens
its intenest in fiedd activities. #nd the heavily-headed, deep-{lewed Seiters
continue 2o hodd away on the bench.

What about the Inish Seiter? Cnce a fine gun-dog in high favor with
many sporitamen throughout the countny, this grand breed has been taking a back Seat
J:fl i/te fie/za/ dog canavan ){,0/1 (gu.{;‘f& a nm&e/z O;f gem—d- /VQ.VZIL a /t.ea,[.éy Ae.fl»{'{)uA
{acton in major field #nial competition, The Inishman does numben among his
clan many exceldent shooiing dogs. But he was eardy adopted as the darling
of a considerable segnent of the bench show fancy and his honors have been uvn
in that realn rathen in the aphene fon which he was ordginally inlended, -ihe
hunting {ield.

The Inishman's handiome mahogany coat cawses him Zo be less easidy geen
in zhe field than his Epglich cousin, and this has mitigoted against him with
many hunters, Onriginally a ned and white dog, breeding to intensify the nich
ned codon and eliminate the white may have had sme effect on ihe dog's field
qualities.. No matien what the breed, its field qualities, hunting desine,
poinding instinct and even its style ane bound £o suffen uwhen no thought is
given them in a breeding program that is concentnated ondy on a physicad con-
fomnation, codon and coat. Particulandy is #his tnue when the physicad make-up
does not lend itself Zo ithe hard work expected of a gun-dog afield, '

This breed possesses ouch atniking beauty that iz aluays altracts great
altention, especiodly when shoun in compeiition with othen breeds. Fnd when
one {o shoun that pussesses great animation he dnvaniabdy capiures 1he keen
interest of the gallery of spectatons.
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fin example of 1his occuned at the fanous Weslmindten Kenned (dub'4
1953 show o fiqdison Square Canden. A handsome Inish Seiten had won the aponi-
ing dog g/wup; which entitled him o compele for Lesd in Show hononra.  Uefending
champion was the famows Doberman Finachen, (hampion Rancho lobe Stonm, about as
near-penfect a speciman o / the breed as can be found. The Iniohman wos cleverdy
" shoun, his {lashy action on a taut leash capfuning the hearts of many in Zhe
gallery. So intense was this intenest that the judge, a noted dog authoriiy,
was soundly booed when he waved the Doberman 1o the place of honon. Yet ex-
penienced fiedd dog men wene quick Zo see that zhe gait of 1he Inish Sedlen was
impxzadical fon work in the fie.la’. The unpe/z;fwabea’ j,'ur/gc siated he made his
placement on " soundnesss "

Thene Lo, however, an optimistic noie in ald #his. The {nglish Setten
(Lub of New England, which numbers among its membens such wedd=Fnoun breedens
as Pert Prince and Davis He Tuck, is ‘devoding its enenpies Zo comped itions
designed Zo create monre interest among breedens and ounerns in impoving ihe
Lield possibilities of bench show English Seitens. Officials of the (ub are
convinced that, wilh wonk and breeding acunen, 2he. dual purpose Selten is noZ
beyond Zhe readn of accompdishment., Theins is noit an easy tast, but in he
shont time the (lub has been in existence proghess ia being shoun.

The Inish Seiten (Aub of Fmenica has continued s field #nial prognam.
I# suffered a serious blow in the death of Edwin i Berolzheimen, who carnied
on an intensive breeding program o improve the tield qualities of Zhe bneed,
and whose Rufus Ml ybe O'(loistens won many Lield #nial honona against Pointens
and Seiters in amateun inials.

The National Red Setiten Field Trniad (lub, necently formed, s composed
of on enthusiastic group, arong them Anchen (hunch, Ro (. Baynand, Y. &o LeGrande
and Mira. liyra Benod, who are keenly intenested in nesloning 2he ned Setten
2o his formen prominent poaiiion in the Amenican qun~doo kenned. They are
intenested in the dog's Lield qua,&',tien pn.imcmilg, withal mainitaining propen
2ype, and have instigated a breeding progrom arong the membership that is
alneady beginning o bear frurizs



Degradation in the Irish setterts field qualities didn't occur over-
night, and it can't De blamed entirely on the dog show. Mr. Davis avident-
1y believed that the Irish never was a threat in field trial compebion.
There have been many obher writers of the same persausion, yet we ‘have
the record, Mr. Betten and others, t» shew that he was a factor in the
ecarly trials. The cause of the decline in Tield quality was twefnlds (1)
he was bred only sporedically for field use, and (2) the great predomin-
ance of Irish were bred for shew or frem show stock. There were, from time
to time, Irish that popped up and gained some notice in the bird dog world.

Herm David, one of the founders of the National Red Setter Field Trial
Club, it's second field trial chairmen, and it's secend editer, wrcte his
"Rad Setter Challenge" in 1957. It was published in two parts in the "Penn-
sylvania Came News", In Part 1, Mr. David docugments the héd¥vig limited
history of the field breeding °f the Red field dog between the Campbell
setters and 1950.



